INSTRUCTION FOR AUTHORS

SCOPE OF THE JOURNAL

The “Journal of Biosafety” is a scientific journal
in the English and/or Farsi languages published by
the Biosafety Society of Iran (BSI). Farsi abstracts
for the papers submitted in English will be prepared
by the editorial board of the Journal. The Journal of
Biosafety is intended for publication of research and
review articles on all aspects of genetic engineering
and biosafety. Major emphases of the Journal of
Biosafety are placed on studies dealing with (i)
production of Genetically Modified Organisms
(GMOy)s; (ii) Biosafety issues related to the
production and environmental release of GMOs
including risk assessment and risk management, food
safety issues related to GMOs, hazard identification
and characterization, resistance management etc.; (iii)
Ethical and religious issues related to the production,
consumption and environmental release of GMOs;
(iv) Related socio economic studies, (v) Legal, and
regulatory issues as well as standards related to the
GMOs production, environmental release and
commercialization.

Suitability of publication. Prospective authors with
questions about the suitability of their research are
invited to request an opinion from the Chief Editor.

HOW TO SUBMIT MANUSCRIPTS

Submit manuscripts through email:
j.biosafety.s@gmail.com. All material dealing with
affairs of the Society, book reviews, or news and
events of interest to Members is published in the
Biosafety newsletter of Tararikhteh Bulletin. Such
material should be sent to:
biosafetysocietyofiran@gmail.com. Articles
submitted to the Journal of Biosafety should not be
sent to any other journals before the rejection of the
submission is officially announced and it also means
that it has not been submitted to any other publication
prior to the submission to this Journal.

TYPES OF PAPERS

Research papers. Research papers report the
results of original research which have not been
published elsewhere. If the research has in part been
previously reported, such as on a Web site, in a thesis
or dissertation, or in another journal, this must be
disclosed in the author’s letter of submission. A
research paper usually consists of 10-12 double-
spaced typewritten pages of text, the reference list,
tables and figures. Research papers deal with its
subject in some depth.

Review articles: Review article is accepted from

71

scientist published at least 3 article in the field of that
paper. Review papers must have a title page and an
abstract as is described in the next sections. The
remainder of the text begins with an introductory
statement and then is divided into appropriate
sections  with  headings and  subheadings.
Acknowledgement and references will follow as will
be described.

Research Note: A research note is a short paper
that reports observations/results of small scale
investigations. However, the research note should not
be used as a vehicle for reporting results of poor
research. A research note should consist of 8 or fewer
double-spaced typewritten pages of text and
appropriate figures and tables. The author should
specify that a manuscript is intended to be published
as a research note.

Letter to the Editor. Journal of Biosafety invites
Letters to the Editor. Letters commenting on articles
printed in this publication are subject to review from
the Scientific Editors before acceptance. Letters to
the Editor are limited to no more than 4 double-
spaced pages. The letter will first be sent to the
author of the article under question and will be
requested to respond to the comments. In case the
response is received, it will be sent back to the author
of the letter who is then given the option to continue
with the publication process or to withdraw the Letter
to the Editor. If not withdrawn, both the Letter to the
Editor and the author’s response will be published in
their entirety. Please send all Letters to the Chief
Editor.

PREPARATION OF MANUSCRIPT

All parts of the manuscripts should be type
written on white A4 sheets (21X24 cm) without logo
or watermarks in a single column. Side margins must
be 2.5 cm with line spacing of 1.5 cm. Admitted
languages are English and/or Persian. The article
must be less than 20 pages. This must be obtained by
Microsoft Word. The font must be Times New
Roman size 12 and regular. Number all pages,
including tables and figures. The Journal of Biosafety
uses American conventions of spelling and
punctuation.

Title page. A separate page as a cover is needed
for each article. This must include the full title of the
paper; the full names of all authors; and name and
address of the institution(s) or organization(s) where
the work was conducted, and three to five key words,
indicating the principal topics of the paper, to be used
for indexing. Footnotes are used to give the present
addresses of authors who are no longer at the
institution(s) where the work was conducted. A
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footnote asterisk (*) must be placed after the name of
the corresponding author The telephone, fax, and E-
mail numbers of this author should be placed in the
footnote of the corresponding author. This set of
information come only on this page and should not be
visible among the main pages of the manuscript.

Abstract. An abstract should not exceed 2,000
characters, including spaces, must be placed on the
second page of the paper to summarize the principal
points of the study. The abstract does not contain
references, figures, or tables. Abstracts must be
meaningful as standalone and without reference to
the body of the paper.

The key words provided on the title page should
be included at the end of each abstract again.

Introduction. Introduction begins on the page
following the abstract. It provides the reader with
sufficient background information and justification
for the research. The clarification of the goals of the
study should also be included in the introduction
section.

Materials and methods. Information on material
used and methods employed must be provided so that
another researcher can repeat the experiments that are
presented in the paper. Statistical designs and
methods of analysis including all software used
should be included as well. For review papers
methods of data collection and/or review should be
presented.

Results and discussion. All results of the
research are represented as text, tables, graphs,
photos and figures. Photos can be B/W or colored, in
JPG format and 300 dpi. They can be added at the
end of the main text, captioned independently. Tables
must contain only top and bottom horizontal lines and
neither horizontal lines inside the table nor any
vertical lines are needed. Pictures and figures should
be original. No Scanned file of them is accepted.
Avoid the repeated data in multiple illustrations
(tables, graphs, charts etc.). Fonts of the captions for
photos, tables, charts and figures must be in 10.
Captions of tables stand above them, the rest under
them. Results and Discussion may be combined, or
there may be a separate Discussion section.
Interpretation of the results and comparison with the
others results are included under the discussion either
separately or in combination. Tables and figures must
be numbered in the order in which they are
mentioned in the text. All tables and figures must be
cited in the text. Avoid repeating the introductory
statements under the discussion. Conclusions and
recommendations may also be included under
discussion.

Acknowledgments. Acknowledge financial and
personal assistance (sources other than your
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institution or any potential conflict of interest).

References. Number and order the references
alphabetically by the last names of the authors of
each reference. Order references chronologically only
when all authors’ names are the same. All author’s
name and initials are inverted. All references must be
cited in the text by numbers in parentheses, with a
space between the numbers of the references: (8, 12,
22). Journal names should be italicized and
abbreviated according to the style of BIOSIS.
References may be made to papers that are in press,
only if they have been accepted for publication.
Examples are given below for different types of
references.

Paper in a journal.

Hileman R.E., Silvanovich A., Goodman R.E.,
Rice E.A., Holleschak G., Astwood J.D. and Hefle
S.L. (2002). Bioinformatic methods for allergenicity
assessment using a comprehensive allergen database.
International Archives of Allergy and Immunology.
128: 280-282.

Paoletti M.G. and Pimentel D. (1996). Genetic
engineering in agriculture and the  environment.
Biosci. 46: 665-673.

Paper or chapter in a book.

West, D.I., and Bullerman L.B. (1992). Physical
and chemical separation of mycotoxins from
agricultural products, p. 52-57. In J. E. Smith (ed.),
Mycotoxins and animal feeding stuffs, vol. 4. CRC
Press, Boca Raton, FL.

Book by author(s).

Sing R.J. (1993). Plant cytogenetics. CRC Press,
Inc. United States of America.

Book by editor(s)

Thottappilly G., Monti L.M., Mohan Raj D.R.,
and Moore AW. (ed.). (1992). Biotechnology:
Enhancing Research on Tropical Crops in Africa.
CTA/IITA co publication. IITA, Ibadan, Nigeria, 37

pp.

PLAGIARISM POLICY

The Journal of Biosafety does not allow any form
of plagiarism that is considered to be a serious breach
of scientific ethics. Any detected or reported
plagiarism will be reported in the Journal after the
approval of the editorial board.

MANUSCRIPT SERVICE CHARGE

A charge of US$120 and US$150 per articles of 8
printed page in length will be charged to the members
and nonmembers of the BSI respectively. Extra
charge of US$15 will be charged for each additional
printed pages. Review papers invited by the Chief
Editor are exempt from the manuscript service
charge.



